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King. 'I was once an advocate of the freedom of the Press/ he
declared, 'but even before the July revolution I had convinced
myself that it is impossible to rule with it in Germany/ 1

A Cabinet decree early in November, 1830, ordered the expulsion
of numerous newspapermen of bad repute. The King's anxieties
were increased by the spread of the revolution from France to
Belgium. The Minister of the Roi bourgeois was mistaken in his
belief that the situation was the same as in 1805 and that Bavaria
was again faced with the question of deciding for or against France.
Ludwig would have nothing to do with that country which had
once more brought revolution into the world. At Christmas time
there were some insignificant disturbances amongst the students
in Munich. The King exaggerated these incidents to himself and
imagined the revolution had started. He was in the Royal Chapel
when a crowd of students passed noisily through the streets on
their way to serenade a sick comrade. Officious persons crowded
round the King and told him that daggers with the inscription
'Freedom or death'2 had been ordered, and that the students had
planned to set fire to the town at four points simultaneously.3
They succeeded in throwing Ludwig into a state of panic. He
called up the Landwehr who, with a few blows from their swords,
soon dispersed the crowds. Although the King said: 'Attempts to
inflame the populace were without result and the citizens gave
splendid proof of their loyalty/ he was nevertheless convinced, as
he wrote to his son, that the quick restoration of law and order was
due entirely to the strong measures taken by him. The King
only acted with such severity under the pressure of external events.
Personally, he would rather have given his people only the pleasant
things of life.

His infatuation for the actress Sigl-Vesperinann had reached
its height. The King went so far as to say that the last three
months of 1830 and the first half of January, 1831, was the
happiest time of his life 'because rare pleasure filled his being'.4
This pleasure was now at an end for the present as the actress
who was the cause of it left Munich in the middle of January to
give performances in Paris and London. She had told the King
quite plainly that matters could not continue as they were, and
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